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Racing to
rediscover KL

‘Explorers’ navigate their way
with mobile app, complete
virtual challenges to earn points

By JAROD LiM
jorodiim@thestar.comumy

A TECH-fueliod urban race that
cambined augmented ceality and
location-based redmnlnﬂy allowed
its participants to not oanly compets
with ench other but also explare
the city,

Held for the first time in
Malaysln, District Race saw more
than particpants corvjuering
Kuals Lamipury streets after being
flagged off in sages at Dataran
Mordeks

These participants, known as
Explorers, had 10 download the
ruce’s mobsle application 1o join
three different race categaries
nauniely the Scan Challerge,
Discovery Challenige and Time Trial
Challenge.

They had to plan and strategise
thedr exploration route to fully
:mmr.ise the tme limiz (one or two
waars, depen an ¢l 1]
“check-in® at eﬁm ini
that grant didferont polnt values.

These checkpaints, mostly Jocat
od at places of interest, required
explorers to either pass by or com-
plete virtual challenges to earn
potnts. Thase with the manst paints
were the victor.

Presented by ALA Vitality, the
race encouraged participants
bead active, healthy Ufestyles by
motivating them 1o get active while
explaring the dty

Launiched in junc, it has actvat
od various in Kuala Lumpur,
Penang, Mol and Johor Baru,
allowing explorers o experisnce
the race before the grand finale =t
Districr Raee KL

[n total, participants would have
run a colleczive distance of
R2.000Kkm and over
180,000 virtual nges and

ints.

Jimeny Lim was named wisner of
the District Race Ultimate Explorer
Crallenge for completing the most
runs with the Districe Race app.

*“1am very excited to have won
and will continue (o explore new
and old grics because it makes me
foel alive.

"My wife first introduced me to
Destrict Race and we both love run

g with the agip. We have also
0x, famifior places Hke the
Lake Gardens, Bangar, as well as
grids in our hometown, Perving,

“Having checkpoints and chal
Jenges as un additional focus makes
It more fun and interesting” he
said, adding that he was loaking
forward to visising other beautifid
places arousd the world and oying
out the District grids there.

Lim won a round-the-world trip
1o try oot District Race grids avails
ble in aver 35 cities globally.

District Rece Distract
Tochnologies chdef executive officer
Ben Pemsber satd the race wias cre
Med o inspire everyone 1o redis

cover thedr city whille incressling
their fitness level,

TWe want to thank AIA Malaysi
{oe all its support in making District
Race KL poasible. The race helps
peaple pot active (n o way that is
totadly unigue to Malayxians which
i5 10 get it and have fun beyond o
typical race.

“The massive trnout for the
very flest Malayvian edition of
Disirict Race 1oday i hugely
encotraging,” he said

AIAM chief marketing
alficer Heng Zee Wang ssid the moe
garnered suppart and enthusiasm
rom participants all aver the coun-
fry

“We are mxcited (o celebrate the
culmination of District Race with
this histotic event at Datarun
Merdekas and are thrilled 1o see an
overwhalming namber of partsct
pants,

“Our
af the encourRge
Malaysians to get active with their
famiy and friends while experienc-
ing thedr city in a whole new light,

"We 10 Continvue supporTing
nmm:m this as pant of our mis
wion to help Maliysians live beality-
er, longer and befter lives”

After the race, participants were
treated 00 an array of activities
from augmented reality games, lve
rousic, great food and inseractive
experiences fram ALA, eTaro and
Adidas,

oy with Districr is pan
0

More than 8,000 participants were flagged off In stages st Dataran Merdeka, Kuala Lumpar.
{Below] Participants chalenging each other during the event. — Photos: LOW LAY PHON/Thw Star

Participants planning their strategies Gunng the race



